Contact Us

e General Information & Other Ministry Contacts:
info@hilltran.org / (636) 789-2805

e Senior/Teaching Pastor: Harold Long pastor@hilltran.org /
(314) 422-2395

e Student Ministries: (Searching for Youth Coordinator)

e Children’s Ministry Coordinator: Jeni VanHouten
(314) 607-3161 / jenivanhouten@yahoo.com

e  Worship Leader: Krystal VanHouten (314) 304-7189 /
krstalvh@yahoo.com

e Choir Leader: Benna Stokes (636) 586-7874 /
stokesbenna@hotmail.com

e Congregational Care Team Leader: Judi Politte-Downs
(314) 497-6933 / judipd@ymail.com

o Liturgist: Karen Huskey

Hillsboro UMC
4810 State Road B, Hillsboro, MO 63050
Office hours: Mon, Tues, and Thurs: 9-1:00 PM or by appointment
B: (636) 789-2805 / email: info@hilltran.org

Worship and Preaching Calendar
Pastor Harold Long (November 7 - Esther Part IV of V)

Social Networks

HUMC Facebook:: @HillsboroUMCMO

TUMC Facebook:: @TransformationUMCMO

Pastor Harold’s Facebook: (@HaroldEugeneLong

Pastor Harold’s Twitter: @haroldelong

Pastor Harold’s Instagram: @haroldelong

Pastor Harold’s LinkedIn: @haroldelong

Faithlife Community: @https://faithlife.com/hilltran-umc/
Website: www.hilltran.org

Questions: ask@hilltran.org

Welcome to
Hillsboro UMC
October 31, 2021

Our Mission
Develop Jesus-centered followers committed to sharing God’s love
in a Jesus-looking way to help change the world.

Our Vision

To create a spiritual community where individuals and families can
come as they are, fall in love with Jesus, and have a spiritual
experience.

Our Purpose
“People Helping People Experience a Jesus-centered Life”

Welcome, Home

Whatever your faith tradition, beliefs, culture, race, age, or differing
abilities, we hope you find healing and acceptance in our kingdom-
centered community. Whatever doubts or challenges you may have,
we trust you will find the answers to your questions that will help
you experience a Jesus-centered life.
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Order of Praise, Worship, and Teaching

Opening Video: Welcome To Worship

Opening Song: “Lead Me To The Cross”

Welcome, Holy High-Fives, Announcements: (Liturgist)
Opening Prayer: (See the screen) / (Liturgist)

Offering: Online @ www.hilltran.org/online-giving / (Liturgist)
Joys and Concerns: Pastor Harold Long

Song: “God of Wonder”

*Song: “To God Be The Glory”

*Scripture Readings: Esther 4 (CEB).

Message: “When Preparation Meets Opportunity” Pastor Harold
Communion

Lord’s Prayer

*Song: “Nobody”

*Song: “Old Church Choir”

*Sending Forth: (See Screen)

* = (Rise in Posture)
Today’s Reflection Questions: (Individual or Small Group)

1. How often do you pray and fast, especially in times of difficulty?

2. What stood out, encouraged, or challenged you from this week’s
message?

3. What worldly and religious attempts have you engaged to cover
the flaws of your character?

4. If you are sincere about living a Jesus-centered life, what would
employing faith like Esther and Mordecai look like in the world
today?

5. Have you allowed God to use your life for the kingdom or are
you sitting on the bench watching others take your place?

Notes:




Announcements

HUMC: Chicken and Dumplings on November 6. Please contact Stefanie for
more information or to volunteer at 314-223-8057 or walflwr@aol.com.

HUMC: Congregation Care Team meeting at HUMC on Monday, November
1, at 6:00 PM. Please contact Judi Politte-Downs for more info at 314-497-
6933. The team is requesting D/O/B and Anniversary Dates for monthly cele-
brations.

HUMC: Leadership Meeting on Thursday, November 11, 2021 at 6:30 PM.
TUMC: Leadership Meeting: Sunday, November 14, 2021

TUMC: House Springs Food Pantry donations are due the last Sunday of each
month. Harold and Suzie serving on 11/04 starting at 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM,
lunch afterward, please join us.

HUMC: Trunk or Treat, Halloween Night, in front of the church. Please wear
a costume, decorate trunk, and bring candy.

HUMC & TUMC: Men’s Group meets on Tuesdays at 6:00 pm. We started a
new study on Revelation. Please join us.

HUMC & TUMC: Women'’s group is forming and starting on Thursday, No-
vember 18, at 6:00 pm. All women are encouraged to attend, please invite
others outside our kingdom family to join.

HUMC and TUMC: Please download the Faithlife App. Then join our Faith-
life Group at https:/faithlife.com/hilltran-umc/.

HUMC and TUMC: Please download the Faithlife TV App. From this App
you can watch our live stream services, and even go back and watch them on
demand.

HUMC and TUMC: Please visit and support the Gift Shop.

HUMC and TUMC: Saturday Night Church Online premiers every Saturday
night at 4:30 pm. This service is pre-recorded, and packaged with music,
scripture reading, and a message. You can view this on our YouTube Channel:
Hill-Tran UMC Ministries - YouTube. If you haven’t subscribed to our chan-
nel, please do so, and encourage your friends and family to do the same. You
can watch on demand anytime after 4:30 pm on Saturdays.
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCohQDh89z8E0Z1vu4XKemFA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCohQDh89z8E0Z1vu4XKemFA

Prayers & Concerns

TUMC: Jim Aubuchon navigating home health care.
TUMC: Martha Bellers has a confirmed broken arm.
HUMC & TUMC: Unspoken prayers.

HUMC: Marian Bahr for recovery of her health setbacks.
HUMC: Greg Beiber navigating his treatments.

TUMC: Jessica, (Jane’s friend) battling cancer.

HUMC: Ron Bradly for his health, and for Dorothy transitioning
into Long-term Care Facility.

HUMC: Mary Baumgartner is happy in her new assisted living
arrangement at the Villas in Desoto. She is in Room #52.

HUMC: The Wynn family as they navigate Gary’s cancer.
HUMC: Marty is recovering from his second procedure.
HUMC: Joanne Johnson, friends of Ruth Ann Johnson.

HUMC: Suzie’s co-worker (Melanie) who suffered long and
hard with COVID-19 has passed away. Prayers for her family.

HUMC: Edna Mae Huskey’s surgery has been postponed due to
staff shortage. Prayers for a new date soon.

General Prayers: Leaders of all Branches of Government, Foot-
ball players, Wildfire Victims, Hurricane Victims, Homeless,
COVID-19 Victims, Shooting Victims, Afghanistan Refugees,
Military, Healthcare Workers, Missionaries, Utility Workers, etc.

Joys

Trunk-or-Treat on Halloween, lots of fun, please join us.
Men’s group is growing each week. Tuesday’s @ 6:00 pm.
Women’s group is off to a wonderful start.

Chicken and Dumplings only a few weeks away.
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Esther 4 - Common English Bible
A crisis for the Jews

4 When Mordecai learned what had been done, he tore his
clothes, dressed in mourning clothes, and put ashes on his head.
Then he went out into the heart of the city and cried out loudly
and bitterly. > He went only as far as the King’s Gate because it
was against the law for anyone to pass through it wearing
mourning clothes. * At the same time, in every province and
place where the king’s order and his new law arrived, a very
great sadness came over the Jews. They gave up eating and
spent whole days weeping and crying out loudly in pain. Many
Jews lay on the ground in mourning clothes and ashes. * When
Esther’s female servants and eunuchs came and told her about
Mordecai, the queen’s whole body showed how upset she was.
She sent everyday clothes for Mordecai to wear instead of
mourning clothes, but he rejected them.

> Esther then sent for Hathach, one of the royal eunuchs whose
job it was to wait on her. She ordered him to go to Mordecai
and find out what was going on and why he was acting this
way. ® Hathach went out to Mordecai, to the city square in front
of the King’s Gate. ' Mordecai told him everything that had
happened to him. He spelled out the exact amount of silver that
Haman promised to pay into the royal treasury. It was in ex-
change for the destruction of the Jews. ® He also gave Hathach a
copy of the law made public in Susa concerning the Jews’ de-
struction so that Hathach could show it to Esther and report it
to her. Through him Mordecai ordered her to go to the king to
seek his kindness and his help for her people. * Hathach came
back and told Esther what Mordecai had said.

'"In reply Esther ordered Hathach to tell Mordecai: '' “All the
king’s officials and the people in his provinces know that
there’s a single law in a case like this. Any man or woman who
comes to the king in the inner courtyard without being called is
to be put to death. Only the person to whom the king holds out
the gold scepter may live. In my case, I haven’t been called to
come to the king for the past thirty days.”
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'2When they told Mordecai Esther’s words, '* he had them re-
spond to Esther: “Don’t think for one minute that, unlike all the
other Jews, you’ll come out of this alive simply because you
are in the palace. * In fact, if you don’t speak up at this very
important time, relief and rescue will appear for the Jews from
another place, but you and your family will die. But who
knows? Maybe it was for a moment like this that you came to
be part of the royal family.”

1 Esther sent back this word to Mordecai: '° “Go, gather all the
Jews who are in Susa and tell them to give up eating to help me
be brave. They aren’t to eat or drink anything for three whole
days, and I myself will do the same, along with my female
servants. Then, even though it’s against the law, I will go to the
king; and if I am to die, then die I will.” 17So Mordecai left
where he was and did exactly what Esther had ordered him.
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